
 



 



 



Sticky Fingers, Helping Hands – Comprehension Questions 

**Highlight your answer and select “U” in the toolbar to make the text underlined. 

1. Which ingredient makes a chocolate bar taste chocolatey? 

a. Sugar 

b. Butter 

c. Cocoa 

d. Milk 

2. The problem explained in the passage is that cocoa farmers worked in poor conditions for very low 

pay. What was the solution? 

a. Cocoa became a fair trade produce, which helped farmers to be paid more. 

b. Cocoa farmers formed a union to petition their governments for better pay. 

c. Cocoa farmers stopped harvesting cocoa until their wages were raised. 

d. Cocoa farmers got used to the poor working conditions and accepted them. 

3. Some cocoa farms used unethical methods to harvest cocoa. What evident from the passage best 

supports this conclusion? 

a. “Chocolate farming may sound like a dream job, but unfortunately, the reality of life on a cocoa 

farm is less than idyllic.” 

b. “Cocoa farms are usually located in small villages in remote areas of countries that are still 

developing a lot of the luxuries taken for granted by people who live in first world countries.”  

c. “Some cocoa farms use slave labor, buying and selling people as young as children to work long 

days in dangerous conditions.” 

d. “The average workday hours an American may be used to do not apply on these farms-workers 

don’t get schedule breaks or eight-hour shifts.” 

4. Read the following sentences: “As people involved in the global trade of cocoa began to find out about 

the slavery, child exploitation, and unsafe conditions on cocoas farms, they started to demand 

change.” Based on this information, what conclusions can you make? 

a. People in the cocoa trade already knew about the use of slavery of cocoa farms. 

b. People did not agree with the use of slavery or child labor on cocoa farms. 

c. People wanted to change the unsafe conditions on cocoa farms, but didn’t care about slavery. 

d. People wanted to end child exploitation on cocoa farms, but not unsafe conditions. 

 



 

5. What is this passage mostly about? 

a. The development of fair trade cocoa 

b. How chocolate is made from cocoa pods 

c. The process of becoming fair trade certified 

d. Slavery and child labor on cocoa farms in Africa 

6. Read the following sentences: “A lot goes into a chocolate bar, through, and ultimately, its origins 

trace back further than the grocery store checkout line. Your favorite Halloween candy has roots even 

deeper than the company that manufactured it.” 

7. As used in this sentence, what does the word “origins” mean? 

a. a company that makes chocolate 

b. the process of making something 

c. transporting goods between two places 

d. beginnings, the source of something 

8. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below. 

There is a high demand for chocolate worldwide, ________________ many cocoa farmers do not make  

much money due to greedy middlemen. 

a. so 

b. yet 

c. after 

d. namely 

9. What does the fair trade movement aim to fix? 

 

10. Explain the rules a farm must adhere to in order to be certified as fair trade. 

 

11.  Explain how the fair trade movement helps improve the lives of cocoa farmers. Support you answer 

using information from the passage. 

  



 



 



Drip-Tips and other Adaptations in the Rainforest – Comprehension Questions 

**Highlight your answer and select “U” in the toolbar to make the text underlined. 

1. What are the climates of tropical rainforests ideal, or perfect, for? 

a. Sugar 

b. Butter 

c. Cocoa 

d. Milk 

2. One effect of rapid plant growth is the depletion of nutrients in the soil. What is another effect of rapid 

plant growth? 

a. the depletion of animal life in the lower part of the rainforest 

b. the creation of a thick layer of leaves in the upper part of the rainforest 

c. an increase in temperature from 70 degrees Fahrenheit to 85 degrees Fahrenheit 

d. a decrease in rainfall from 80 inches each year to 65 inches each year. 

3. Read these sentences from the text: 

“There are also some plants called parasitic plants. They grow on other plants, their host plants.  

Parasitic plants actually DO take nutrients from their host plants. Instead of getting food and water  

from the soil, parasitic plants have developed roots to cling to a host plant, pierce through its leaves, 

stem, or trunk, and suck the nutrients out of the host. An example of a parasitic plant you might know 

is mistletoe. Parasitic plants can kill their host plants if they grow too rapidly.” 

 

Based on the evidence, how might a rapidly growing parasitic plant kill its host plant? 

a. by sucking too many nutrients out of its host plant 

b. by sucking too few nutrients out of its host plant 

c. be preventing the host plant from taking in food and water from the soil 

d. by trying to help the host plant to take in food and water from the soil 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

4. Read these sentences from the text: 

“Another condition created by rapid plant growth is a lush canopy that shades out plants living below.  

Large trees grow quickly, reaching for sunlight. The create a dense shade that prevents sunlight from 

reaching the forest floor. In fact, only about 1% or 2% of sunlight reaches the ground in a tropical 

forest. Since plants depend on sunlight for growth, very few plants live on the ground. Instead, they 

find ways to live on other plants by climbing them, as vines do, or by growing very large, dark green 

leaves to absorb as much sunlight as possible.” 

 

Based on this information, what can you conclude about the connection between a leaf’s size and the 

amount of sunlight it absorbs? 

a. The smaller a leave is, the more sunlight it absorbs. 

b. The larger a leaf is, the more sunlight it absorbs. 

c. The connection between the size of a leaf and the amount of sunlight it absorbs cannot be 

predicted. 

d. Large leaves and small leaves absorb about the same amount of sunlight. 

5. What is the main idea of this text? 

a. Some plants, such as mosses, lichens and orchids, have learned to get water and nutrients from 

the air. 

b. Instead of getting food and water from the soil, parasitic plants have developed roots to cling to 

a host plant, piece through its leaves, stem, or trunk, and suck out nutrients. 

c. Plants in tropical rainforests have adapted to their warm and wet conditions by making 

adjustments in how they grow. 

d. Water trapped in the crevices of a plant, in combination with warm temperatures, is a breeding 

ground for bacterial and fungal growth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

6. Read these sentences from the text: 

“Some plants called epiphytes, or air plants, have adapted to get nutrients from the air. Some 

examples  

of epiphytes in rainforests are mosses, lichens and orchids. Although they often live on other plants, 

they don’t take any nutrients from the other plants - they get what they need straight from the air with 

special root systems. 

There are also some plants called parasitic plants. They grow on other plants, their host plants. 

Parasitic plants actually DO take nutrients from their host plants.” 

 

Why might the author have capitalized the word “DO”? 

a. to point out a similarity 

b. to make a contrast 

c. to summarize a process 

d. to make an argument 

7. Read these sentences from the text: 

“Some plants called epiphytes, or air plants, have adapted to get nutrients from the air. Some 

examples  

of epiphytes in rainforests are mosses, lichens and orchids. Although they often live on other plants, 

they don’t take any nutrients from the other plants - they get what they need straight from the air with 

special root systems.” 

 

How could the last sentences best be broken in two? 

a. Although they often live on other plants, they don’t take nutrients from the other plant. As an 

illustration, they get what they need straight from the air with special root systems. 

b. Although they often live on other plants, they don’t take any nutrients from the other plant. For 

example, they get what they need straight from the air with special root systems. 

c. Although they often live on other plants, they don’t take any nutrients from the other plant. 

Third, they get what they  need straight from the air with special root systems. 

d. Although they often live on other plants, they don’t take any nutrients from the other plant. 

Instead, they get what they need straight from the air with special root systems. 

 

 



 

 

 

8. Describe the climate conditions of a tropical rainforest. 

Include at least three pieces of information from the text. 

 

9. Read these sentences from the text: 

“Hot, humid, and wet conditions are also ideal for bacteria and fungi to grow. Water trapped in the  

crevices of a plant, in combination with warm temperatures, is a breeding ground for bacterial and 

fungal growth, which can harm plants. One adaptation many plants have made in the tropical forest is 

to develop smooth bark so that water runs off quickly.” 

 

Explain how the adaptation these plants have made might help them. 

Support your answer with evidence from the text. 

 

10. Plants in tropical rainforests have adapted to their conditions by making adjustments in how they 

grow. Support this conclusion with evidence from the text. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



Spinning Thunderstorms - Comprehension Questions 

**Highlight your answer and select “U” in the toolbar to make the text underlined. 

1. What happened to the town of Greensburg in 2007? 

a. It was destroyed by a fire. 

b. It was destroyed by a tornado. 

c. It was destroyed by a hurricane. 

d. It was destroyed by an earthquake. 

2. What does this article explain? 

a. how scientist use radar to track storms 

b. how the town of Greensburg was rebuilt 

c. how the system or tornado watches and warnings developed 

d. how cool, dry air moves from the Arctic to the middle of the US 

3. Read this sentence from the article: “Kansans are used to tornadoes.” 

What evident in the article supports this statement? 

a. The tornado that destroyed Greensburg was a mile wide and had winds that were moving 

faster than 200 miles an hour. 

b. A tornado came through Greensburg and destroyed the town 20 minutes after tornado sirens 

went off. 

c. Kansans live in an area of the US where a lot of tornadoes happen. 

d. “Tornado Alley” has cool, dry air from the Arctic that mixes with warm, wet air from the Gulf of 

Mexico. 

4. What might be a reason why scientists track tornadoes? 

a. to encourage more people to use radar technology 

b. to warn people about living in “Tornado Alley” 

c. to lower the number of tornadoes that happen every year 

d. to gather information that is used to warn people that a tornado is approaching. 

5. What is the main idea of this article 

a. Tornadoes are dangerous spinning storms, but storm tracking and a system of watches and 

warnings can lessen their danger. 

b. “Tornado Alley” is an area in the middle of the US where cool, dry air mixes with warm, wet air. 

c. The tornado that struck Greensburg threw cars and trucks through the air, pulled homes out of 

the ground, and killed 10 people. 



d. Radio waves give scientists information about approaching storms by traveling from a radar 

unit toward a storm and then returning to the radar unit. 

6. Why  might the author use headings such as “How do tornadoes form?” and “How do scientists predict 

dangerous storms?” 

a. to make readers think more deeply about the effects of tornadoes 

b. to suggest that there is still a lot to be learned about tornadoes 

c. to provide information about the pictures instead of the article 

d. to help organize the information in the article. 

7. Select the word that best completes the sentence. 

A tornado warning saved many lives in Greensburg _______________ the town itself was destroyed. 

a. after 

b. although 

c. because 

d. for example 

8. What is a tornado? 

 

9. Explain how radar could be used to track a tornado. Support your answer with evidence from the 

article. 

 

10. Could using radar to track a tornado help save lives? Explain why or why not, using evident from the 

articles. 

 

 

 

 


